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YEAR 1: Foundational Philosophical, Linguistic, and Historical Tools

Semester 1 (15 Lecture Weeks)

e Week 1: Introduction to Academic Theology vs. Faith-Based Dogma. Epistemological
boundaries, definitions of sacred discourse, and the methodology of objective religious
inquiry.

e Week 2: Philosophy of Religion and Metaphysical Foundations. The concepts of the
Absolute, transcendence, immanence, and the ontology of the divine across
philosophical traditions.

e Week 3: History of Comparative Religion: Roots and Early Manifestations. Historical
survey of ancient cosmological models, ritual structures, and foundational belief systems
in the ancient world.

e Week 4: Greek Philosophy and the Formative Era of Christian Thought. The deep
influence of Platonism, Neoplatonism, and Stoicism on early theological terminology and
metaphysical formulation.

e Week 5: Spiritual Languages: Comparative Linguistic Basics. Introduction to linguistic
tools (Koine Greek, Biblical Hebrew, or Coptic scripts) used to analyze primary sacred
texts.

e Week 6: Introduction to Comparative Iconography and Sacred Visual Language. The
philosophy of the image, sacred geometry, and the transition from oral/mental concepts
to visual symbols.

e Week 7: Foundations of Christian Scripture: Historical and Literary Contexts of the Old
Testament. Critical analysis of the Torah, historical texts, and prophetic literature within
the ancient Near Eastern milieu.

e Week 8: Early Church History (The First Three Centuries). The Apostolic Age, the
phenomenology of early Christian martyrdom, and the geographic rise of major

theological centers (Alexandria, Rome, Antioch).



e Week 9: Patristic Foundations and the Alexandrian School. The contributions of early
thinkers, allegorical hermeneutics, and the crystallization of early Christian identity.

e Week 10: Introduction to Comparative Liturgics and Ritual Structures. The structural
morphology of worship, sacred space, and temporal cycles in religious communities.

e Week 11: The Evolution of Christian Priesthood and Clerical Hierarchies (Part I). Historical
development of orders (diaconate, presbyterate, episcopate) and their theological
foundations.

e Week 12: Sacred Music and Spiritual Hymnody in Comparative Contexts. The theological
role of chant, vocal acoustics, and modal structures in liturgical life.

e Week 13: Comparative Religious Ethics and Moral Frameworks. Universal commandments,
human dignity, and virtue ethics across theological systems.

e Week 14: Methods of Historical-Critical Analysis in Religious Studies. Evaluating primary
sources, archaeological findings, and epigraphic evidence.

e Week 15: Semester Synthesis and Research Methodology Workshop. Structuring

academic papers, avoiding bias, and methodological integration.
Semester 2 (15 Lecture Weeks)

e Week 1: Structure of Christian Dogmatic Thought (Abstract Theology I). Systematic
investigation of core doctrines, revelation, and the nature of the divine.

e Week 2: Dogmatic Theology II: The Doctrine of Creation and Cosmology. Creation ex
nihilo, divine providence, theological anthropology, and the status of humanity.

e Week 3: History of Theological Evolution and the Ecumenical Councils. The mechanisms
of defining orthodoxy, conciliar decree structures, and historical divisions (Nicaea to
Chalcedon).

e Week 4: Introduction to the New Testament: Gospels and Epistles in Hellenistic and
Roman Contexts. Literary analysis of the canonical texts, socio-political environments,
and Jewish-Christian interactions.

e Week 5: Coptic and Eastern Patristics (Patristics I1). Deep dive into the writings of
Athanasius, Cyril of Alexandria, and Origen regarding Christology and salvation.

e Week 6: Judaism and Early Christianity: A Comparative and Historical Study. Common
roots, historical divergence, and foundational theological dialogue.

e Week 7: The Evolution of Christian Priesthood and Clerical Hierarchies (Part 11). Canonical
jurisdiction, sacramental authority, and the sociological role of the clergy through the
centuries.

e Week 8: Sacred Music in Christian Traditions: Structural Evolution of Liturgical Chants.

Comparative analysis of Byzantine, Coptic, Gregorian, and Syriac musical systems.



e Week 9: Philosophy of Sacred Symbols (I): Material Elements, Light, and Space. The
semiotics of incense, oil, water, vestments, and architectural orientation.

e Week 10: Introduction to Eastern and Western Christian Iconography. The theological
mandate of the icon, canons of representation, and the theology of color.

e Week 11: Textual Transmission and Manuscript Traditions of Early Christian Literature.
Scriptoriums, papyrology, uncials, and minuscules.

e Week 12: Comparative Mysticism and Asceticism Roots. Early desert spirituality, solitary
life, and communal monastic structures.

e Week 13: Comparative Religious Conceptions of Salvation and Liberation. Soteriological
models across Christian and broader religious frameworks.

e Week 14: Hermeneutical Foundations: Literal, Allegorical, and Typological Exegesis. How
sacred texts were read and interpreted in antiquity.

e Week 15: Comprehensive Review and Written Examinations.
YEAR 2: Semiotic Deepening and Comparative Analysis

Semester 3 (15 Lecture Weeks)

e Week 1: Comparative Christology: The Logos Concept and Historical Controversies.
Detailed analysis of the two natures of Christ, historic debates (Nestorianism,
Monophysitism, Dyophysitism), and modern ecumenical convergences.

e Week 2: Biblical Greek (Koine Greek) and Advanced Textual Grammar. Essential language
tools for the critical exology of New Testament documents.

e Week 3: Coptic Monasticism and its Global Spiritual Impact. Antony, Pachomius,
Shenoute the Archimandrite, and the transmission of monastic ideals to the Christian
West and East.

e Week 4: Comparative Theology: Christianity and Islam (Shared Concepts and Core
Differences). Revelation, prophecy, holy scriptures, ethics, and theological interactions
during the Abbasid era.

e Week 5: Comparative Liturgics: Structural Evolution of Prayers, Rituals, and Sacraments.
Comparative analysis of Eucharistic liturgies across Christian families.

e Week 6: Islamic Philosophy and Ilm al-Kalam: Dialogue with Christian Thought.
Mu'tazilites, Ash'arites, and intellectual exchanges between Eastern Christian thinkers
and Muslim philosophers.

e Week 7: The Priesthood and Liturgical Authority in Comparative Christian Frameworks.

Sacramental validation, apostolic succession theories, and priestly spirituality.



e Week 8: Advanced Sacred Musicology: Comparative Liturgical Chants and Structural
Acoustics. Modal analysis, rhythmic structures, and spiritual poetry (hymnography) in
worship.

e Week 9: Philosophy of Beauty and Sacred Art (Philokalia and Aesthetics). The theological
connection between divine beauty, truth, and artistic expression.

e Week 10: Eastern and Western Iconography: Comparative Semiotic Analysis. Reading
visual texts, compositional lines, reverse perspective, and theological symbolism in icons.

e Week 11: Clerical Canon Law and Ecclesiastical Administration. Historical framework of
church governance, synodical structures, and canonical jurisprudence.

e Week 12: Christian Ethics and Ecclesial Social Responsibility. The role of the church
community in economic justice and societal care.

e Week 13: Comparative Philosophy of Religion: Faith, Reason, and Revelation. Historical
synthesis from scholasticism to modern philosophy.

e Week 14: Seminar on Inter-Christian Theological Dialogues of the 20th and 21st
Centuries. Bilateral agreements and official communiqués.

e Week 15: Mid-Program Review and Research Proposal Defense.
Semester 4 (15 Lecture Weeks)

e Week 1: Textual Criticism and Ancient Translations of the Bible (Septuagint, Coptic,
Syriac). Methods of manuscript verification, variants, and text reconstruction.

e Week 2: Christian Literature in the Islamic Era and the Arabic Translation Movement.
Studying the heritage of Awlad al-Assal and the golden age of Christian Arabic theology.

e Week 3: Comparative Theology: Christianity and Eastern Philosophies. Comparing
Christian mystical theology with Buddhist, Hindu, and Taoist philosophical traditions.

e Week 4: Moral and Social Theology: Contemporary Ethical Issues. Theological
perspectives on social justice, ecology, war, peace, and bioethics.

e Week 5: Comparative Coptic Art, Architecture, and Archaeology. Structural and symbolic
study of Christian architecture, monastic complexes, and decorative arts compared to
Byzantine and Islamic art.

e Week 6: Research Seminar: Contemporary Theological Dialogue Documents. Reviewing
modern official agreements signed between various church families.

e Week 7: The Theology of Sacred Vestments and Clerical Regalia. Semiotic and historical
evolution of liturgical garments across Christian traditions.

e Week 8: Sacred Hymnography and Liturgical Poetry Analysis. Textual and theological

critique of ancient and modern church hymns.



e Week 9: Symbols in Esoteric Traditions and Christian Mysticism (Kabbalah and Christian
Cabala). Comparative esoteric symbolism.

e Week 10: Semiotics of Religious Signs and Visual Codes. Advanced framework for
decoding religious art, architecture, and ritual objects.

e Week 11: Applied Iconographic Project (Part ). Practical training in analyzing structural
elements of historic icons and manuscript illumination.

e Week 12: Sociology of the Clergy and Religious Leadership. Functional analysis of
religious leaders within modern societies.

e Week 13: Comparative Monastic Rule and Communal Living. Comparing Pachomian,
Benedictine, and Eastern monastic rules.

e Week 14: Hermeneutics of Sacred Art and Architecture. Reading buildings and images as
theological statements.

e Week 15: Second-Year Comprehensive Examinations and Project Submissions.

YEAR 3: Advanced Research, Prospective Theology, and Digital Humanities

Semester 5 (15 Lecture Weeks)

e Week 1: Theological Hermeneutics: Theories of Interpretation from Antiquity to
Deconstruction. Modern and post-modern approaches to sacred texts.

e Week 2: Contemporary Theology and Modern Philosophy. Confronting intellectual
challenges of the Enlightenment, secularism, new atheism, and existentialism.

e Week 3: Comparative Religious Studies: Women and the Sacred. The spiritual, ministerial,
and leadership roles of women in Christian theology and other religious traditions.

e Week 4: Psychology of Religion and Sociology of Religiosity. Scientific analysis of religious
phenomena, individual beliefs, and collective religious behavior.

e Week 5: Heritage Preservation and Digital Humanities. Utilizing modern digital
technologies for archiving, digitizing, and restoring Christian and Eastern manuscripts.

e Week 6: Research Seminar: Bachelor's Thesis Formulation (Part I). Defining research
questions, scope, methodology, and primary/secondary source mapping.

e Week 7: The Evolution of Christian Worship Spaces and Architectural Symbolism. From
house churches to basilicas, gothic cathedrals, and modern sacred architecture.

e Week 8: The Theology of Bells, Acoustics, and Sonic Sacred Spaces. The role of sound
design, bells, and musical architecture in ritual immersion.

e Week 9: Advanced Clerical Roles in Interfaith and Intercultural Mediation. Practical

methodologies for religious leadership in pluralistic societies.



e Week 10: Digital Cataloging of Iconographic Archives. Metadata standards for visual art
and icon preservation.

e Week 11: Ethics of Religious Heritage Preservation and Restitution. Legal and ethical
frameworks surrounding sacred artifacts.

e Week 12: Religious Pluralism and Globalization: Theological Challenges. How classical
doctrines engage with pluralistic worldviews.

e Week 13: Phenomenology of Religious Experience. Examining the interior states of prayer,
meditation, and mystical union.

e Week 14: Advanced Seminar on Post-Christianity and Secular Theology. Assessing
secularization theories and post-secular thought.

e Week 15: Thesis Prospectus Defense and Research Approval.
Semester 6 (Graduation Semester - 15 Lecture Weeks)

e Week 1: Interreligious Dialogue and Cultural Mediation. Practical mechanisms for
organizing interfaith forums, conflict resolution, and countering hate speech.

e Week 2: Prospective Theology: Addressing Future Spiritual and Metaphysical Questions
(Bioethics, Artificial Intelligence, and Transhumanism).

e Week 3: Museum and Cultural Exhibition Management for Sacred Art. Curating religious
artifacts, exhibition design, and educational programming.

e Week 4: Cultural Heritage Conservation and Restoration Methodologies. Technical and
chemical principles of preserving old manuscripts, textiles, icons, and stone structures.

e Week 5: Digital Imaging, 3D Scanning, and Electronic Archiving. Advanced workflows for
safeguarding physical religious heritage online.

e Week 6: The Global Role of Christian Clergy in Contemporary Diplomacy. Ecclesiastical
diplomacy, peacebuilding, and international relations.

e Week 7: The Liturgical Arts in the Digital Age. Virtual reality sacred spaces, online
streaming of liturgies, and digital theology.

e Week 8: Comprehensive Thesis Drafting: Structural Analysis and Textual Argumentation.

e Week 9: Advanced Supervision and Peer Review Workshops for Thesis Writing.

e Week 10: Finalizing Comparative Iconography Case Studies. Integrating visual analysis
with theological frameworks.

e Week 11: Liturgical Musicology and Archival Preservation of Ancient Chants. Digital audio
preservation of endangered liturgical traditions.

e Week 12: Professional Ethics in Cultural Resource Management and Religious Studies.

e Week 13: Pre-Defense Mock Presentations and Review of Research Findings.



e Week 14: Final Submission of Bachelor Theses in Comparative Theology and Sacred
Symbols.
e Week 15: Oral Defense of Bachelor Theses before the Academic Board and Program

Graduation.
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