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Coptic and Comparative Theology Curriculum

Degree: Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in Coptic and Comparative Theology
Total Credits: 180 ECTS (30 ECTS per semester)
Structure: 3 Years / 6 Semesters (15 weeks of lectures per semester)

YEAR 1: FOUNDATIONAL TOOLS & LANGUAGES
Semester 1 (30 ECTS)

1. Introduction to Theology and Academic Methodologies (5 ECTS)
o Content: Fundamental concepts of theological thought; distinguishing between faith-
based theology and academic research.
2. Coptic Language (Levell) (5 ECTS)
o Content: Core grammar, script, and reading of basic texts (Sahidic and Bohairic
dialects).
3. Introduction to the Old Testament: Historical and Literary Contexts (5 ECTS)
o Content: Critical study of the Torah and historical books within the ancient Near
Eastern context.
4. Early Church History (The First Three Centuries) (5 ECTS)
o Content: The Apostolic Age, the era of martyrdom, and the rise of major Christian
centers (Alexandria, Rome, Antioch).
5. Introduction to Comparative Religion (5 ECTS)
o Content: A historical survey of major world religions (Abrahamic and Eastern Asian
traditions).
6. Greek Philosophy and Theology (5 ECTS)
o Content: The influence of Platonism and Neoplatonism on early Christian theological
formulation.

Semester 2 (30 ECTS)

1. Coptic Language (Level Il) and Textual Translation (5 ECTS)
o Content: Advanced reading, syntax, and linguistic analysis of original Coptic
theological texts.
2. Introduction to the New Testament: Gospels and Epistles (5 ECTS)
o Content: Hellenistic, Roman, and Jewish contexts surrounding the birth of New
Testament literature.
3. Coptic Church History and Ecumenical Councils (5 ECTS)
o Content: From the Council of Nicaea to the Council of Chalcedon and its historical
aftermath.
4. Coptic and Eastern Patristics (Patristics 1) (5 ECTS)
o Content: Writings of the Alexandrian Church Fathers (Athanasius the Apostolic, Cyril
the Great, Origen).
5. Judaism and Early Christianity: A Comparative Study (5 ECTS)
o Content: Common roots, historical divergence, and foundational theological dialogue.



6. Dogmatic Theology I (5 ECTS)
o Content: The theology of the Holy Trinity, creation, and cosmology.

YEAR 2: DEEPENING & COMPARISON
Semester 3 (30 ECTS)

1. Biblical Greek (Koine Greek) (5 ECTS)
o Content: Essentials of the language of the New Testament to enable critical textual
analysis.
2. Comparative Dogmatic Theology: Christology (5 ECTS)
o Content: The nature of Christ, historical Christological controversies, and ecumenical
solutions in modern dialogues.
3. Coptic Monasticism and its Global Impact (5 ECTS)
o Content: Antony, Pachomius, Shenoute the Archimandrite, and the spread of monastic
spirituality East and West.
4. Comparative Theology: Islam and Christianity (5 ECTS)
o Content: Comparative study of shared concepts (Revelation, Prophethood, Holy
Scriptures, Ethics) and core differences.
5. Coptic and Eastern Liturgics (5 ECTS)
o Content: The structural evolution of prayers, rituals, sacred symbols, and Coptic
liturgical chants.
6. Islamic Philosophy and Ilm al-Kalam (5 ECTS)
o Content: Mu'tazilites, Ash'arites, and the intellectual engagement of Eastern Christian
thinkers during the Abbasid era.

Semester 4 (30 ECTS)

1. Textual Criticism and Ancient Translations of the Bible (5 ECTS)
o Content: Analyzing the Septuagint, Coptic, and Syriac translations, and methods of
manuscript verification.
2. Coptic Literature in the Islamic Era and the Arabic Translation Movement (5 ECTS)
o Content: Studying the heritage of Awlad al-Assal and the golden age of Christian
Arabic Theology.
3. Comparative Theology: Christianity and Eastern Philosophies (5 ECTS)
o Content: Comparing Eastern mystical theology with Buddhist, Hindu, and Taoist
philosophical traditions.
4. Moral and Social Theology (5 ECTS)
o Content: Theological perspectives on contemporary ethical issues (social justice,
ecology, war, and peace).
5. Comparative Coptic Art, Architecture, and Archaeology (5 ECTS)
o Content: Structural and symbolic study of iconography and monastic architecture
compared to Byzantine and Islamic arts.
6. Research Seminar: Contemporary Theological Dialogue Documents (5 ECTS)
o Content: Reviewing 20th and 21st-century theological agreements signed between
various church families.

YEAR 3: ADVANCED RESEARCH & INTERRELIGIOUS STUDIES



Semester 5 (30 ECTS)

1. Theological Hermeneutics (5 ECTS)
o Content: Theories of sacred text interpretation from antiquity to modern
deconstructionist frameworks.
2. Contemporary Theology and Modern Philosophy (5 ECTS)
o Content: Confronting modern intellectual challenges (The Enlightenment, Secularism,
New Atheism, and Existentialism).
3. Comparative Religious Studies: Women and the Sacred (5 ECTS)
o Content: The spiritual, ministerial, and leadership roles of women in Coptic theology
and other religious traditions.
4. Psychology of Religion and Sociology of Religiosity (5 ECTS)
o Content: Scientific analysis of religious phenomena, individual beliefs, and collective
religious behavior.
5. Heritage Preservation and Digital Humanities (5 ECTS)
o Content: Utilizing modern digital technologies for archiving, digitizing, and restoring
Coptic and Eastern manuscripts.
6. Research Seminar: Bachelor’s Thesis Formulation (5 ECTS).

Semester 6 (Graduation Semester) (30 ECTS)

1. Interreligious Dialogue and Cultural Mediation (5 ECTS)
o Content: Practical mechanisms for organizing interfaith forums, conflict resolution,
and countering hate speech.
2. Prospective Theology (5 ECTS)
o Content: Addressing the spiritual and metaphysical questions of the future (Bioethics,
Artificial Intelligence, and Transhumanism).
3. Bachelor’s Thesis in Comparative Theology (20 ECTS)
o Content: An original academic thesis analyzing an ancient theological text or
presenting a deep comparative study between a Coptic concept and another
religious/philosophical tradition, defended orally.



