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e Academic Accreditation: European Credit Transfer and Accumulation
System (180 ECTS credits — distributed across research activities, advanced
dissertation, and specialized graduate courses over 3 years / 6 semesters).

o Admission Requirements: Holding a Master's degree (or equivalent) in
Journalism, Media, Communication, or related fields, along with an original
Research Proposal.

e Program Philosophy: An advanced research and theoretical Ph.D. program
that merges cutting-edge contemporary journalism theories, digital media
production and direction mechanisms, and the science of podcasting and
audio-visual content engineering, designed to prepare researchers,
academics, and thought leaders capable of generating original knowledge
and driving developmental revolutions in the fields of modern journalism

and media.

Year One: Advanced Methodologies, Modern

Journalism Theories, and In-Depth Research

Semester 1 - 30 ECTS Credits

Focus: Philosophy of media and communication, modern journalism theories,

and advanced research methodologies in journalism and podcasting.

e Month 1: Epistemology of Media Knowledge and Major Journalism Theories
(Weeks 1-4)



o Week 1: Exploring the philosophical and epistemological roots of medium
emergence and the historical evolution of journalistic concepts. |
Research: Writing a critical paper on the crisis of traditional journalistic
concepts in the digital age.

o Week 2: Contemporary journalism theories and the evolution of the
journalist's role from news carrier to opinion maker and investigative
analyst. | Research: Analytical comparison between major journalistic
schools (American, European, and International).

o Month 1 (Week 3): Journalism economics, digital media, and sustainability
models for podcast platforms and independent production. | Research:
Evaluating successful digital journalism business models.

o Week 4: International legislations, publishing ethics, and the boundaries
of press freedom in cross-border cyberspace. | Research: A comparative
legal case study on international publishing issues.

Month 2: Advanced Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methodologies

in Journalism and Media (Weeks 5 - 8)

o Week 5: Mixed methods in communication studies, investigative
journalism, and podcasting. | Research: Designing a methodological
framework for a hypothetical Ph.D. research.

o Week 6: Advanced quantitative content analysis and statistical software
applications in monitoring journalistic coverage and published content. |
Research: Empirical application analyzing a sample of international news
reports.

o Month 2 (Week 7): Qualitative research methodologies: in-depth
interviews with decision-makers and focus groups in journalistic and
broadcasting contexts. | Research: Developing an advanced research
interview guide.

o Week 8: Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) applied to journalistic reports
and conversational podcasts. | Research: Deconstructing a contemporary

journalistic text and podcast episode using CDA tools.



e Month 3: Artificial Intelligence and Big Data Journalism & Podcasting

(Weeks 9 -12)

o Week 9: Big Data Journalism and automated mining techniques for
documents and information. | Research: Extracting indicators from an
open journalistic database.

o Week 10: Large Language Models (LLMs) and Al voice
cloning/enhancement technologies in newsrooms and podcast creation. |
Research: Evaluating the impact of automation on the credibility of
journalistic and audio work.

o Week 11: Monitoring and analyzing audience interactions across podcast
platforms and social networks and their impact on the media agenda
(Agenda-Setting Theory). | Research: Measuring the impact of digital
trends on content maps.

o Week 12: Information security, protection of journalistic sources, and
advanced encryption techniques for researchers and institutions. |
Research: Preparing a security protocol for sensitive field research.

e Month 4: First Semester Evaluation and Initial Proposal Approval (Weeks 13

- 15)

o Week 13: Peer review workshop for student research paper presentations.
| Practical: Delivering a detailed presentation of proposed research
directions.

o Week 14: Drafting the preliminary theoretical framework for the Ph.D.
dissertation. | Practical: Reviewing the research structure with the
academic supervisory committee.

o Week 15: Theoretical exams for the first semester and defense of

institutional research proposals.

Semester 2 - 30 ECTS Credits

Focus: Journalistic futures forecasting, information warfare, and drafting the

final Dissertation Proposal.



e Month 1: Strategic Foresight in Journalism and Digital Media (Weeks 1 - 4)

o Week 1: Foresight science and forecasting tools for journalism,
podcasting, and media transformations over the next two decades. |
Research: Constructing future scenarios for traditional newsrooms and
audio platforms.

o Week 2: The impact of Virtual Reality (VR) and immersive technologies on
field journalism and visual podcast production. | Research: An analytical
workshop on an immersive media experience.

o Month 1 (Week 3): Attention economics and collective consciousness
engineering in the era of major digital platforms. | Research: Writing a
peer-reviewed research article on digital steering mechanisms.

o Week 4: Geopolitical shifts and their impact on the map of international
journalistic correspondents and news agencies. | Research: Analyzing the
geography of current international news coverage.

e Month 2: Information Warfare, Disinformation, and Verification in

Journalism & Podcasting (Weeks 5 - 8)

o Week 5: Dissecting modern political propaganda and its impact on the
integrity of journalistic and media work. | Research: Case study on a
coordinated international disinformation campaign and its debunking.

o Week 6: Advanced fact-checking mechanisms in environments plagued by
fake news and deepfakes. | Research: Producing a research model to
detect visual and informational manipulation.

o Week 7: The role of cross-border investigative journalism and investigative
podcasts in exposing corruption networks and international organized
crime. | Research: Analyzing the structure of a prominent global
investigative report.

o Week 8: Ethics of scientific and journalistic research in conflict zones and
major humanitarian crises. | Research: Drafting a proposed ethical charter
for high-risk coverage.

e Month 3: Final Dissertation Proposal Defense (Weeks 9 - 12)



o Week 9: Engineering research problems, questions, and strategic
hypotheses in journalism, digital media, and podcasting fields. | Research:
Formulating final research questions.

o Week 10: Literature review and precise identification of the knowledge
gap. | Research: Writing the literature review chapter.

o Week 11: Defining the research population, sample, and data
collection/analysis tools for the dissertation. | Research: Calibrating the
applied research methodology.

o Week 12: Organizational rehearsal for the research proposal presentation
before the academic judging committee. | Research: Completing the first
draft of the Ph.D. proposal.

e Month 4: Official Ph.D. Proposal Defense (Weeks 13 - 15)

o Week 13: Final preparation of the Ph.D. proposal defense package. |
Research: Comprehensive linguistic and methodological review.

o Week 14: Public session for discussing and approving the dissertation
proposal before the international defense committee. | Research: Official
approval of the Ph.D. topic and commencement of in-depth research.

o Month 4 (Week 15): Evaluation of the first year's conclusion and

acquisition of research and field approvals.

Year Two: Field Research, Implementation,

and Advanced Chapter Drafting

Semesters 3 & 4 - 60 ECTS Credits (30 per semester)

Focus: Field execution of research, data collection, results analysis, and

drafting the dissertation chapters.

e Second Year Academic and Research Activities:
o Fieldwork and Data Collection: Conducting in-depth interviews, analyzing

digital newsrooms and podcast platforms, tracking big data, or applying



empirical models related to the dissertation topic (whether in
investigative journalism, digital media economics, or Al impact on
newsrooms).

o Dissertation Drafting:

= Writing the theoretical and framework chapter specializing in
journalism, digital media, and podcasting.

= Writing the methodology and research tools chapter with scientific
justification.

» Presenting and analyzing field, quantitative, and qualitative results
utilizing graphics and statistical or textual analyses.

o Academic Publication: Requiring the publication of two peer-reviewed
scientific papers extracted from the Ph.D. dissertation in accredited
international scientific journals (Scopus / ISl) in fields of journalism, digital
media, and audio/podcast studies.

o Seminars and Colloquia: Submitting periodic semi-annual reports to the

college's scientific council on dissertation progress.

Year Three: Dissertation Completion, Final

Review, and Grand Defense

Semester 5 - 30 ECTS Credits

Focus: Writing results and recommendations, conclusion, and comprehensive

editing of the dissertation.

e Weeks (1 - 8): Writing the final chapter (conclusion, findings, strategic
recommendations for journalistic institutions, podcast rooms, and decision-
makers, and future research horizons).

e Weeks (9 - 12): Comprehensive review of the draft thesis by the principal

supervisor, reading committees, and linguistic/methodological editors.



e Weeks (13 - 15): Approving the final draft of the dissertation, preparing
academic publishing and documentation files, and formally submitting the

public defense application.

Semester 6 - 30 ECTS Credits

Focus: Preparing for the public defense, defending the dissertation before the

international jury, and awarding the Ph.D. degree.

e Weeks (1 - 6): Preparing the presentation for the Ph.D. dissertation,
summarizing key results and innovative scientific contributions made by the
researcher in journalism, digital media, and podcasting.

e Weeks (7 - 12): Formulating the international defense committee (comprising
expert professors in journalism and media from global universities) and
sending final copies of the dissertation for external peer review.

e Weeks (13 - 15): Grand Public Defense of the Ph.D. dissertation, evaluating
research performance and defending results, followed by the official
conferment of the Ph.D. degree in Journalism, Digital Media, and Podcasting
in accordance with European and international standards.

o Total Program Credits: 180 ECTS credits granting the Ph.D. graduate the
highest accredited international academic degree in advanced journalism,

digital media, and podcasting fields.
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